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whereupon Ahmad Pasha ordered Erivan to be surrendered, which
accordingly opened its gates to the Persians on the 3rd October,1 After
the three fortresses had surrendered. Nadir decided to abandon the siege
of Qars and to settle the affairs of Georgia instead. He accordingly set
out for Tiflis on the 6th October, and summoned Taimuraz, the latter's
nephew 'Ali Mirza,2 and the tavadan and the aznauran (" chiefs and
those of illustrious birth") of Kartli and KakhetL3 The Georgians
obeyed, and came to him when he was a short distance from Tiflis* Nadir
appointed 'Ali Mirza Governor of Kartli and Kakheti because he was a
Moslem, although (as Mirza Mahdi himself admits) Taimuraz had far
more claim to that position.4 Taimuraz was bitterly disappointed at
being passed over in this way, and took an early opportunity of escaping
to the country of the Pshavs and Circassia. As for ' Ali Mirza, his tenure
of office was merely nominal, as Nadir set Safi Khan Bughairi to keep watch
on him.

On reaching Tiflis, Nadir was given a good reception, the streets through
which he had to pass being strewn with carpets. He treated kindly the
Georgians who had submitted, but banished to Khurasan 6,000 families
of those who had opposed him,5

In the meanwhile, Nadir had been negotiating intermittently with the
Turks. Kalushkin, Golitzin's successor,6 reported to Count Ostermann
an interesting interview which he had had with Nadir at Tiflis ; the
Regent, he said, had decided to make peace with the Turks, but only
on condition that Russia was included in the treaty. The Turks, however,
were opposing the inclusion of Russia because, they maintained, she had
been seeking a quarrel with them by her attack on Poland Kalushkin
went on to say that he had explained to Nadir the circumstances under
which Russia had entered into the Polish war and the part played by
France in regard to both Poland and to the Russo-Turkish situation,

1 T.N., p. 161, Catholicos Abraham, op. cit., p. 278.

* 'Ali Mirza, or Alexander as he was otherwise known, was the son of Imam, Quli Khan (David III)

of Kakheti; his brother Muhammad had been killed in Mesopotamia in the disastrous battle
of the iQth July, 1733.

* T.W., p. 162,   It will be recalled that Mirza Mahdi had previously (see p. 86 above) used the

Georgian terms mouravan va aznawan ; in this case, he uses tauadan (" chiefs ") in place of
mouravan (" prefects "). For the etymology and meaning of tavad, see Allen, op. #*, ;
pp. 246-249.

* Ifad.t p. 162.

' Sekhma Chkheidze, H. de la G., Vol. II, Part II, p. 49.

* He had, apparently, arrived in Persia before Gplitzin's departure (see Soloviev, Vol. XX, p.

1,337). Muhammad Kazim, on p. 27 of the Kitab-i-Nadiri, refers to a passage in the previous
volume (the "missing one) in which he had described the arrival, apparently in 1735 or there-
abouts, of the ambassadors of the Aq Banu ; (" the White Princess/' Le,, the Empress Anna).
These ambassadors, he said, had brought letteis and presents from the Aq Banu ; one of the
presents was a marvellous mechanical toy with which Nadir was delighted. He wrote in
reply that, after the capture of Qandahar, he would have the honour of meeting the " White
Princess " and of giving her his hand in marriage, *' when the two kingdoms would become
one/* It is not dear whether this passage relates to Kalushkin's arrival or not